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WASTE AVOIDANCE AND RESOURCE RECOVERY ACT 2007 — REVIEW 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [12.10 pm]: I would like to inform the house of 
the outcome of the review of the Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Act 2007, conducted by the 
Department of Environment Regulation. A discussion paper was released for public consultation during the 
review. More than 30 written submissions were received from local government, regional councils, industry, 
state government, the community and others. All submissions were considered and addressed through the 
review. The act is the principal legislation that deals with waste management in Western Australia. Its primary 
objectives are to contribute to sustainability, the protection of human health and the environment in 
Western Australia, and to move towards a waste-free society. 

The review considered options in the waste and recycling sector, which is influenced by other legislation, 
government policy and market forces. It is important that we review our legislation to ensure that it continues to 
be appropriate and meets today’s needs. The review found that the WARR act meets its objectives, and aligns 
with government waste policy. Although no legislative amendments are proposed, the state government will 
continue to implement mechanisms to support better alignment of waste management planning, waste services 
and waste contracts across local and state government, and industry. The recently announced construction and 
demolition product procurement incentive program, a funding incentive to support more use of recycled 
construction and demolition material, is one example of this. Model contracts to facilitate consistent and aligned 
standards and targets across the municipal waste sector are another example. 
This government’s current focus remains on improving recycling. We have an ambitious target to recycle 
65 per cent of our municipal solid waste in the Perth metropolitan region, and 50 per cent of municipal solid 
waste in major regional centres by 2020, as outlined in the state government’s waste strategy, titled “Creating the 
Right Environment”. The government increased the landfill levy at the beginning of this year to help divert the 
amount of waste ending up at the tip, and to unlock the economic value lost when materials are sent to landfill. 
This will encourage investment in alternative waste treatment options and other waste management initiatives. 
I table the report on the review of the Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Act 2007. 
Mr C.J. Tallentire interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Gosnells, this is wearing thin on me. I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr A.P. JACOB: I table the report on the review of the Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Act 2007, 
which will also be published on the website of the Department of Environment Regulation. 
[See paper 3548.] 
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